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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
MEDFORD DISTRICT OFFICE 

 
CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION/DECISION RECORD 

 
Woodcock Bog Monitoring 

 CE #OR117-08-08   
 
I. PROPOSED ACTION
 
A.  Proposed Action Title / Type: Woodcock Bog Research Natural Area (RNA) microbial and water 
chemistry monitoring.  
 
B.  Location/Land Use Allocation: The project is in riparian reserves located in the Woodcock Bog 
RNA, T39S R8W Section 31.  
    
C.  Description of Proposed Action Including Purpose of Action: 
 
The Woodcock Bog monitoring project seeks to determine the fluid, rock, and gas geochemistry of 
serpentine systems in the wetland areas on the southeastern slope of Woodcock Mountain; to 
characterize the microbial diversity in serpentine fluids/springs/seeps at this site; and to document the 
mineralogical makeup of serpentine systems at this site.  Monitoring would take place over two years 
beginning in January 2008.   
 
Rock and secondary minerals, natural waters, and gases would be sampled using portable field 
collection gear (rock hammers/chisels, water filtration apparatus and clean bottles, inverted funnel gas 
samplers). The monitoring activity expects to collect approximately 20 rock, water, and gas samples in 
the RNA.  
 
Monitoring would also include spectrophotometric field chemistry analyses, using portable gear and 
simple reagents. Reagent waste would be collected and removed from the site.   
 
To collect continuous samples, small (~7” x 2“ x 2”) cylindrical canisters would be placed in areas of 
active seepage/water flow for 2-8  weeks, to get a comprehensive sampling of microbial life in the 
water. These cylinders would allow natural water to enter and exit, unadulterated. At the start, the 
interior of these cylinders will contain sterile glass beads, sterile mineral chips, or nothing.  
 
Project Design Features 
 

• No disturbance or sampling within 10 feet of the old miners ditch. 
• To protect against the spread of the Port-Orford disease, Phytophthora lateralis, wash 

equipment and boots with bleach water prior to sampling outside the RNA. 
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NEPA COMPLIANCE 
CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION REVIEW 

 
Woodcock Bog Monitoring 

CE #OR117-08-08    
 
The Department of the Interior Manual 516 2.3A(3) and Appendix 2 requires the review of the 
following exceptions to categorical exclusion.  If it is determined that any of the following exceptions 
apply to the proposed action, the proposed project is not categorically excluded and environmental 
documents must be prepared: 
 
1) Has significant adverse effects on public health or safety. 
 ( )Yes   (x)No   Remarks:                                                        
 
2) Adversely affects such unique geographic characteristics as historic or cultural resources, park, 
recreation, or refuge lands, wilderness areas, wild or scenic rivers, sole or principle drinking water 
aquifers, prime farmlands, wetlands, floodplains, or ecologically significant or critical areas, including 
those listed on the Department's National Register of Natural Landmarks. 
 ( )Yes   (x)No   Remarks:                                                        
 
3) Has highly controversial environmental effects. 
 ( )Yes   (x)No   Remarks:                                                        
 
4) Has highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or involves unique or 
unknown environmental risks. 
 ( )Yes   (x)No   Remarks:                                                        
 
5) Establishes a precedent for future action or represents a decision in principle about a future 
consideration with significant environmental affects 
 ( )Yes   (x)No   Remarks:                                                        
 
6) Is directly related to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant 
environmental effects. 
 ( )Yes   (x)No   Remarks:                                                        
 
7) Adversely affects properties listed or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 
 ( )Yes   (x)No   Remarks:                                                        
 
8) Adversely affects a species listed or proposed to be listed on the list of endangered or threatened 
species or adversely affects designated critical habitat for these species. 
 ( )Yes   (x)No   Remarks:                                                      
   
 
9) Violates a Federal law, or state, local, or tribal law or requirement to protect the environment.  
 ( )Yes   (x)No   Remarks:                                                       
 
10) Adversely affects low income or minority populations. 
 ( )Yes    (x)No   Remarks:                                






